Very large core needle biopsies of the breast: a review.
The commitment to the goal of diagnosing and treating breast cancer at its earliest point of development remains strong. As a result, biopsy techniques continue to evolve. Freehand needle localizations were supplanted by fenestrated grids and hook wires. In the 1990s, stereotactic and ultrasound guided large core needle biopsy techniques were introduced, and now ultrasound and stereotactic guided vacuum-assisted procedures with 11-gauge needles are commonplace. Most recently, very large core needle biopsy devices were developed with a purpose of percutaneously diagnosing and treating nonpalpable breast lesions. However, bigger may not necessarily be better. This paper reviews the very large core needle biopsy technique and compares it to traditional large core needle biopsy. Factors such as technical success, histologic concordance, surgical margin positivity and cost are discussed.